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Commercial and industrial activities were virtually paralyzed on July 28, result of a nationwide strike
called by six major unions under the Central Obrera Dominicana (Dominican Labor Central-COD)
to demand government action to increase wages and improve working conditions. Confrontations
between police and demonstrators in the capital city, Santo Domingo, resulted in the deaths of two
persons, and dozens of injuries. In a low-income suburb located in the northeastern part of the
city, police launched tear gas canisters to disperse demonstrators and remove street barricades. A
five-year-old girl died as a result of inhaling the tear gas fumes. Dominican journalists reported
that a 21-year-old man was shot by police Tuesday night during a disturbance in another poor
neighborhood. He died at 2:30 a.m. local time at a hospital in the capital. Police in Santo Domingo
reported that 10 persons, including four policemen, sustained bullet wounds during confrontations
in the two barrios. Residents told local reporters that dozens were injured in rock throwing contests,
and that police arrested at least 200 persons. A Dominican reporter told the Associated Press
that four unidentified persons clad in military uniforms armed with revolvers, stormed into the
COD headquarters and shot and wounded several union members who were participating in a
meeting. The daily newspaper ULTIMA HORA, however, printed a different account of the incident.
According to the newspaper, the four assailants damaged the interior of the union headquarters in
the shooting, but that no one was wounded. The four men then proceeded to dump gasoline and set
fire to the office. ULTIMA HORA said several desks and a table were damaged. A spokesperson for
the six unions that called the strike said the unions would call another strike if the government did
not meet their demands. The strike organizing committee's major demand is for the government
to raise the minimum wage from $80 to $114 per month. Thus far, the Balaguer administration has
rejected the $34 increase, claiming that only half this amount is remotely viable. (Basic data from AP,
07/29/87)
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